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out more than 500,000 thalers in all and secured a
rental of 20,000. More than 250 villages were cre-
ated. Thanks in great part to this policy of internal
colonisation, the numbers of the people steadily
rose. At his accession Frederick had ruled over
rather more than 2,200,000 people* Thirteen years
later the number in the old provinces had become
more than one-sixth greater, while East Frisia added
90,000 souls and Silesia some 1,200,000 more. In
1756 the total exceeded 4,000,000.

The decade which followed the Peace of Dresden,
though uneventful in comparison with the periods
of seven years which it divides, was thus by no
means barren. For Frederick it was indeed a period
of manifold activity. It was signalised by the es-
tablishment of Sans Souci and by the memorable
visit of Voltaire. For three years (1750-1753) the
King enjoyed the constant exchange of homage
with the cynosure of the world of letters, who de-
scribed his new home, Potsdam, as " Sparta and
Athens joined in one, nothing but reviewing and
poetry day by day.'* Each of the two friends re-
vered the genius and despised the character of the
other. The sequel was a desperate quarrel, and the
flight and arrest of Voltaire. When he was suffered
to pass beyond the reach of Frederick's sceptre he
strove to avenge himself with the pen which had
lavished exquisite flattery upon the King for many
years and which was often to resume the old style
in the future.

Literary effort and witty company were, however,
only the King's solace in a life of labour. Day by